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12th March 2004
For immediate release

 
Press Release – All Party Parliamentary Mobile Group to hold public inquiry on planning

 

The All Party Parliamentary Mobile Group (apMobile) is to hold a public inquiry into planning law as it affects the location and siting of mobile phone masts. 

The group is keen to hear from all interested parties and particularly on the following issues:

· How well are the current guidelines and regulations, including those in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland working?  
· Should there be amendments to the regulations regarding the use and application of permitted development rights and the prior approval procedures? 

· How consistently are current planning guidelines applied? Can guidelines be applied more consistently to ensure maximum transparency?

· How well are government and industry working together?  Are there any good examples of best practice that can be shared?
· How well is industry working together i.e. is site sharing possible and practical?
· How well is planning guidance working around sensitive sites?  Are there any best practice examples that can be shared?

· Are local authorities facilitating community consultation?  Are there any examples of best practice that can be shared?
· Has the introduction of the 10 commitments improved community consultation and cooperation between industry and government?
· Is there any good practice from parts of the UK which could be shared?

· Is there any good practice in other European countries which could inform debate in the UK?

Please note the inquiry will confine itself to planning law issues and will not be inviting specific evidence relating to the impact of mobile phone masts on health.

apMobile calls upon interested parties to present written evidence to the inquiry before April 8th  2004.  

Parliamentarians will hold oral evidence sessions with industry, Government, community groups and the public in the House of Commons on the 11th and 12th May. 

 

Phil Willis MP, Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Mobile Group said: 

"Planning law and associated regulations continue to confuse and frustrate both the industry and local residents. The apMobile inquiry into the state of planning law as it affects the siting of mobile phone masts will afford a much needed opportunity to present the Government with an appraisal of its current policy."

Note to Editors:
 

Phil Willis MP is the Liberal Democrat MP for Harrogate & Knaresborough. He is a leading campaigner on mobile communication issues in Parliament.

  

The All Party Parliamentary Mobile Group exists to provide a discussion forum on issues in the mobile communications sector as they impact users. The Group encourages debate through meetings both inside and outside of Parliament bringing together all relevant stakeholders including consumers, industry, parliamentarians and other organisations with an interest. The group is open to all Parliamentarians.

 

Enquiries about the work of apMobile: 

Claire Gray, Administrative Secretariat 

Telephone: 020 7233 7377

Fax: 020 7233 7294

e-mail: Claire@apmobile.org.uk
Media enquiries:

John Alker, Researcher to Phil Willis MP

Telephone: 020 7219 5709

e-mail: alkerj@parliament.uk
 

apMobile Inquiry: Guidelines for Witnesses
 

The All Party Parliamentary Mobile Group announced its inquiry into “planning” on March 12th 2004. The inquiry is anxious to receive as wide a range of submissions as possible.

 

1. More information about apMobile can be found at http://www.apmobile.org.uk 

 

2. Documents of relevance to the inquiry include:

 

Planning Policy Guidance 8

http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups/odpm_planning/documents/page/odpm_plan_606918.hcsp
The Code of Best Practice 

http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups/odpm_control/documents/contentservertemplate/odpm_index.hcst?n=2348&l=2
 

3. Written submissions should be concise and address the matters raised by the inquiry concentrating on the issues with which the witness has a special interest. A typical length would be about 1,000 words. Essential statistics or further details can be added as appendices.

 

4. Written submissions in electronic format should be in plain text (ASCII), PDF , .DOC or .RTF format. Ideally, pages and paragraphs should be numbered. Submissions should be dated and include the name, address and telephone number of the person in the organization who is responsible for the submission. 

5. It is at the inquiry's discretion to publish any evidence it receives. Any information that a witness would not wish to be considered for publication should be clearly marked.

 

6. The inquiry has asked for all written evidence to be submitted by 8th April 2004. The Officers of apMobile following consideration of written evidence, will decide, which organisations and individuals to invite to give oral evidence. 

 

Hard copies of written evidence may be submitted to:

 

apMobile Secretariat,

23 Palace Street, 

London

SW1E 5HW 

Electronic submissions (in plain ASCII, Adobe PDF or Microsoft Word .DOC or .RTF formats) are preferred and can be emailed to Claire@apmobile.org.uk 

 

AP Mobile Secretariat, 23 Palace Street, London, SW1E 5HW  -  http://www.apmobile.org.uk


